
 

Lesson 4 

Our Messy Political World 
 

 

Review several reasons why it is important to recognize the separation between 

church and state. 

Introduction 

Every government is instituted by God, and every government will be corrupt to one 

degree or another. How do Christians navigate the difficult terrain of being involved in 

politics and government? 

 

Lessons from Nehemiah 
Read Nehemiah 1:1-11. 

1. What was the problem presented to Nehemiah? 

 

2. What was the first thing he did about it? 

 

3. What kind of prayer agenda might the Christian have who is involved in government 

or politics? See 1 Timothy 2:1,2. 

 

Read Nehemiah 2:1-9. 

4. Nehemiah went before King Artaxerxes. What is obvious about his relationship to 

the king, and why should that not surprise us? 

 

 

5. What characteristics do we find in Nehemiah that stand as examples for believers 

who serve in government positions? 

 



Politics Is Driving Me Crazy! 2 

Read Nehemiah 6:1-15. 

6. Ono was a village about 25 miles northwest of Jerusalem, at the intersection of the 

borders of Judea, Samaria, and Philistia. It wasn’t difficult for Nehemiah to see 

through their thinly veiled attempt to lure him to a place where they could kill him 

or perhaps kidnap him. After Nehemiah persistently refused their request, his 

enemies changed their tactic. Describe the new strategy. 

 

 

7. How do some people today, including some government leaders, use a similar tactic 

to undermine the work and message of Christians? 

 

8. Why will Christians always be attacked and undermined by some in government? 

 

9. What tools do the anti-Christian forces in government use to discredit the gospel 

and its servants? 

 

10. Following Nehemiah’s example, list at least three things you can do when you are 

attacked for being a Christian. 

 

 

Read Nehemiah 13:15-22. 

11. What was the problem that arose after the walls of Jerusalem were built? 

 

12. What has been the cause of the erosion in our culture when it comes to keeping the 

day of worship sacred? 

 

 

13. We do not live in a theocracy as Nehemiah did. What can Christians do to 

proactively influence the culture in which we live? 
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Read 2 Kings 5:17-19. 

14. First, recall the events of this chapter and the healing of Naaman the leper. How did 

this man come to know about the prophet Elisha and the God of Israel? (See also 2 

Kings 5:1-16 if necessary.) 

 

15. How did Elisha answer Naaman’s concern about attending the king when he was in 

the house of his god? 

 

16. What might be some applications we could draw from this regarding Christians 

working in government and being involved in politics? 

 

 

Read Acts 24:1-27. 

17. Paul was unfairly arrested and accused. How did he answer the charges that were 

against him? 

 

 

18. Felix was mostly interested in a bribe. Paul wouldn’t offer one. The honesty of a 

Christian will often get him or her into trouble with those who are not honest. Cite 

examples of how this could happen in your life or in the life of another Christian. 

 

 

19. Christians are the salt of the earth and the light of the world, even when (and, 

perhaps, especially when) they are involved in government and politics. List things 

Christians today should beware of and be careful about regarding their activity 

within the political field. 
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20. How might we apply Matthew 10:16 to Christians who are active in politics? 

 

 

21. Getting involved in politics is not a bad thing. It is a good area where Christians can 

be salt and light because they respect the boundaries between church and state. It is 

also a wonderful place where Christians can show that they love their neighbors. 

Evaluate the following statement made by a Christian friend with liberal leanings: “It 

might be a powerful witness to non-Christians if they saw in political discourse and 

action how much Christians love their neighbor. I know many Christians show this 

love as individuals, but from my perspective, that doesn’t come through in 

conservative political messaging.” What do you think? 


